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The Birthday Crisis

There was nothing Mina wanted more for her
birthday than a cat. But not just any cat—one that
would unconditionally love her, could sing like a
pop star and eat like a hippopotamus. So a month
before her birthday she sat down and wrote a
letter to the Catfory Cat Factory, asking for the
cuddliest, cutest, most capable cat in the world.
She also needed to be quiet. Mina didn’t like

loud noises.

Criza zilei de hastere

Nimic nu-gi dorea Mina mai mult de ziua ei
decit o pisicd. Dar nu orice pisicd, ci una care
s-o iubeasci necondit,:ionat, sa stie sd cante ca o
vedetd pop si si minince ca un hipopotam. Cu
o luni inainte de ziua ei, s-a pus la masi sia
scris o scrisoare pentru Fabrica de Pisici din
Pisiceni, cerand cea mai pufoasi, mai simpaticd
si mai capabild pisica din lume. Trebuia si nu fie

nici foarte giligioasi. Minei nu-i plicea giligia.



But her birthday came and went and all she
got was seven books, five stuffed animals, none of
which was a cat, five minutes of quiet and fifteen
jars of sweets. But there was no cat and Mina
suffered. Her suffering was immense. This is how

immense it was:

Dar ziua ei de nagtere a venit gi-a trecut si n-a
primit decit sapte cirti, cinci animale de plus,
dintre care nicio pisicd, cinci minute de linigte si
cincisprezece borcane de dulciuri. Dar n-a primit

nicio pisici i suferea. Suferinga ei era imensi. lat3

cat de imensi era:




If you hit your toe against the edge of the bed
in the morning with all your strength and then
your toe swells to the size of a pomegranate and
you can no longer wear shoes and have to go to
school barefoot, and all the other kids at school
make terrible fun of you and call you Big Toe
forever, it still wouldn’t even get close to how bad
she felt.

That’s how bad it was.

It didn’t help when the Cacfory Cat Factory
started sending letters of apology around saying;
“We're sorry, we've encountered technical
difficulties and all deliveries will be postponed
indefinitely.”

When her letter came, she tore the pink

envelope into 246 small pieces.

Daci iti lovesti degetul mare de la picior de
marginea patului intr-o dimineatd, cu toata
puterea, si degetul ¢ se umfli pani se face cit o
rodie si nu mai poti purta incalgiminte si trebuie
sa mergi descult la scoald, unde toti ceilalti copii se
amuza pe seama ta i te poreclesc Degegel pentru
tot restul vietii, n-ar fi fost nici pe-aproape de cir
de prost se simtea.

Asa de prost se simgea.

N-a ajutat-o nici fapeul ca Fabrica de Pisici
din Pisiceni a inceput sa trimita scrisori in care-gi
cerea scuze, spunﬁnd: »INe pare rau, am intampinat
niste probleme tehnice si toate livririle vor fi
amanate pe termen nedeterminat.”

Cand a venit i scrisoarea ei, Mina a rupt plicul

cel roz in 246 de bucitele.



“What do you mean NO MORE CATS?!” she
asked her parents, she asked her teacher in class,
she asked the postman, and everybody else who
would listen. But all of them shrugged and waved
her off and said:

“Young lady, why don’t you get a dog?”

“But I don’t want a dog. I want a cat. Isn’t it

obvious from my questions?”
But nobody listened and she had to come up

with a way to solve the problem herself.
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— Cum adici NU MAI SUNT PISICI? si-a
intrebat pirintii, si-a intrebat invigitoarea la
scoald, a intrebat postasul si pe oricine mai era
dispus s-o asculte.

Dear toti ridicau din umeri, spunind nepisitori:

— Domnisoar3, de ce nu-ti iei tu un cline?

— Dar nu vreau un ciine. Vreau o pisica. Nu
se intelege din intrebarile mele?

insi nimeni n-o asculta, asa ci trebuia si

gdseascd singura o solutie.
b
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